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Pharaoh'’s wizards: Their function in the “plagues narrative’
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8 And Hashem spoke unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying: 9 'When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying: Show a
wonder for you; then thou shalt say unto Aaron: Take thy rod, and cast it down before Pharaoh, that it become a
serpent.' 10 And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so, as Hashem had commanded; and Aaron cast
down his rod before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became a serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh also called for the wise
men and the sorcerers; and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did in like manner with their secret arts. 12 For they cast
down every man his rod, and they became serpents; but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods. 13 And Pharaoh's heart
was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as Hashem had spoken.
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19 And Hashem said unto Moses: 'Say unto Aaron: Take thy rod, and stretch out thy hand over the waters of Egypt, over
their rivers, over their streams, and over their pools, and over all their ponds of water, that they may become blood; and
there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.' 20 And Moses and
Aaron did so, as Hashem commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, in the sight of
Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. 21 And the fish that
were in the river died; and the river became foul, and the Egyptians could not drink water from the river; and the blood
was throughout all the land of Egypt. 22 And the magicians of Egypt did in like manner with their secret arts; and
Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as Hashem had spoken.
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1 And Hashem said unto Moses: 'Say unto Aaron: Stretch forth thy hand with thy rod over the rivers, over the canals, and over the
pools, and cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt.' 2 And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the
frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt. 3 And the magicians did in like manner with their secret arts, and brought up frogs
upon the land of Egypt. 4 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said: 'Entreat Hashem, that He take away the frogs from
me, and from my people; and I will let the people go, that they may sacrifice unto Hashem.' 5 And Moses said unto Pharaoh:
'Have thou this glory over me; against what time shall I entreat for thee, and for thy servants, and for thy people, that the frogs be
destroyed from thee and thy houses, and remain in the river only?' 6 And he said: 'Against to-morrow.' And he said: Be it
according to thy word; that thou mayest know that there is none like unto Hashem our God. 7 And the frogs shall depart from
thee, and from thy houses, and from thy servants, and from thy people; they shall remain in the river only.’
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12 And Hashem said unto Moses: 'Say unto Aaron: Stretch out thy rod, and smite the dust of the earth, that it may
become gnats throughout all the land of Egypt.' 13 And they did so; and Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and
smote the dust of the earth, and there were gnats upon man, and upon beast; all the dust of the earth became gnats
throughout all the land of Egypt. 14 And the magicians did so with their secret arts to bring forth gnats, but they could
not; and there were gnats upon man, and upon beast. 15 Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh: 'This is the finger of
God'; and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as. Hashem had spoken.
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8 And Hashem said unto Moses and unto Aaron: "Take to you handfuls of soot of the furnace, and let Moses throw it heavenward
in the sight of Pharaoh. 9 And it shall become small dust over all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth with blains
upon man and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt.' 10 And they took soot of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and
Moses threw it up heavenward; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man and upon beast. 11 And the magicians
could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for the boils were upon the magicians, and upon all the Egyptians. 12 And
Hashem hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he hearkened not unto them; as Hashem had spoken unto Moses.
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