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Revisiting Ya'akov's Twenty Years With Lavan
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Our forefather Jacob was 63 years old when he was blessed and at that time, Ishmael died, as it says: Now Esau saw that
Isaac had blessed Jacob ... and that Jacob hearkened to his father ...and Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan pleased not Isaac. . .so
Esau went unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives that he had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham’s son, the sister of
Nebaioth, to be his wife. There is no reason to add “the sister of Nebaioth”; why does it state “the sister of Nebaioth”?
this teaches that Ishmael gave her in betrothal and he died and Nebaioth her brother married her off to Esau. Jacob
spent 14 years hiding and studying with Eber and Eber died two years after Jacob’s descent to Aram Naharaim; he left
there and came to Aram Naharayim, so it turns out that when he was standing at the well he was 77 years old and he
spent 20 years in Laban’s house, 7 before he married the matriarchs, another 7 after he married them and 6 years after
the 11 tribes and Dena were born; so all of the tribes were born within a span of 7 years except for Benjamin; each one
after just 7 months. He left Aram Naharayim and came to Sukkot and spent 18 months there, as it states And Jacob
traveled to Sukkot... he left Sukkot and came to Beit-El and spent six months, offering to God
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Chart of Seder Olam chronology in Laban’s house:

Years Born Years Born

1-7 None 12 Asher at 12.7

8 Reuben at 8.7 13 Issachar at 13.2, Zevulun at 13.9

9 Simon at 9.2, Levi at 9.9 14 Dena at 14.4, Joseph at 14.11

10 Judah at 10.4, Dan at 10.11 15-20 None —(Jacob working for fortune)
11 Naftali at 11.5, Gad at 12.0 21-22 Sukkot/Shchem/BeitEl

This presumes that all of the births occurred in the sequence suggested by the text; it also presumes that Leah became
pregnant immediately and that every birth was immediately followed by a successful pregnancy
The Questions:
1) Why didn’t 2py> marry until he was well into his 80s? (Y0¥ & pn¥’ both married at 40)
2) Why is 9n1 described as n®In nan axn no if she is only about 5 years old (M-7)
3) Why is Yn1 tending the flock if she is only about 57?
4) What is the meaning of the phrase '’ W5n »5?
5) How do the brothers, none of whom is older than 7, watch apy”’s flock (30:35 - see
Y”aR" there, but the most likely explanation is that the referent is 2pY?’s sons)
6) How do the brothers, who range in age from 8-12, engage in negotiations with now
7nm about the proposed alliance of their clans?
7) How do "% pynw, who are about 11 - 12 at the time, lead the massacre at now?
8) Why does Reuben “take” Bilhah; he is no more than 14 years old?
9) Why is qov described as a o111 11 if he has siblings less than a year older?
10) How did Jacob have so many children in such a short time?
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