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The Eﬁec’t of the “Sin of the Scouts”
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And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night. And

all the people of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron; and the whole

congregation said to them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God

we had died in this wilderness! And why has the Lord brought us to this land, to fall by the

sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into
Egypt? And they said one to another, Let us choose a chief, and let us return to Egypt.
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So they went up, and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, as men come to
Hamath .And they ascended by the south, and came to Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and
Talmai, the sons of Anak, were. Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.
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And 'n said to me, Distress not the Moabites, neither contend with them in battle; for I will not give
you of their land for a possession; because I have given Ar to the sons of Lot for a possession.
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That 'n spoke to me, saying.,You are to pass over through Ar, the border of Moab, this day; And
when you come near opposite the sons of Ammon, harass them not, nor contend with them;
for I will not give you of the land of the sons of Ammon any possession; because I have given
it to the sons of Lot for a possession.
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For the land, which you enter to possess, is not as the land of Egypt, from where you came out,

where you sowed your seed, and watered it with your foot, as a garden of vegetables; But the

land, which you are going over to possess, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinks water from

the rain of the skies; A land which 'n your God cares for; the eyes of 'n your God are always
upon it, from the beginning of the year to the end of the year.
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And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s cattle and the herdsmen of Lot’s cattle;
and the Canaanite and the Perizzite lived then in the land. And Abram said to Lot, Let there be
no strife, I beg you, between me and you, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for
we are brothers. Is not the whole land before you? Separate yourself, I beg you, from me; if you
will take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if you depart to the right hand, then I will go
to the left. And Lot lifted up his eyes, and saw the valley of the Jordan, that it was well watered
everywhere, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like the garden of the Lord, like
the land of Egypt, as you come to Zoar. Then Lot chose for himself the valley of the Jordan; and
Lot journeyed east, and they separated themselves, one from the other. Abram lived in the land
of Canaan, and Lot lived in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. But the
men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinners before the Lord.
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