Joe Wolfson

Mizmor 30 — A Chanuka Drasha
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On Hanukah we say ‘l will praise You Hashem’ (Psalm 30)
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And in the Land of the Island (Britain) the practice on Hanukah is to say ‘Mizmor Shir Hanukat HaBayit..."
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Psalms Chapter 30 @%nn

1 A Psalm; a Song at the Dedication of the House; of David.

2 | will praise You, Hashem, for You have raised me up, and have
not allowed my enemies to rejoice over me.

3 O Hashem my God, | cried out to You, and You healed me;

4 O Hashem, You raised up my soul from the nether-world; You
gave me life, that | should not go down to the pit.

5 Sing praise to Hashem, His pious ones, and give thanks to His
holy name.

6 For His anger lasts only for a moment, but His favour is for a life-
time; in the evening one lies down in tears, yet arises with joy in the
morning

7 Now | had said in my tranquility: 'l shall never fall.'
8 But all is through Your favour, Hashem — You supported my

greatness with might, if You were to hide Your face, | would be
confounded

9 To you Hashem, will I call, and to my Master will | make
supplication:

10 'What profit is there in my blood, when | go down to the pit?
Shall the dust praise You? Will it declare Your truth?

11 Hear, Hashem, and be gracious to me; O Hashem, be my helper

12 You turned my lament into; You removed my sackcloth and
clothed me in gladness;

13 So that my glory may sing praise to You, and not be silent;
O Hashem my God, | will give thanks to You forever.



Mizmor 30 2 Yosef
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And they threw him into the pit. The pit was empty, with no water in it.
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And Paro sent and called for Yosef, and they pulled him out of the pit
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And Yehuda said to his brothers, ‘what benefit do we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his
blood?’
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And Yaakov refused to be comforted, saying I will go down to she’o/
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And Yaakov said, my son (Binyamin) shall not go down with you, for his brother died, and he

remains alone, and if some tragedy occur on the way you go, you will take my down in my old age to
she’ol.
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And one of them opened his sack, to give fodder to his donkey at the inn and saw the money...

The Application To The Story
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And Potiphar left everything he had in Yosef’s hand, except the bread which he ate. And Yosef was

of beautiful form and of beautiful appearance. And it was after this things that his master’s wife
raised her eyes to Yosef and said, ‘lie with me’.
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" And Yosef was of beautiful appearance — as Yosef saw himself becoming powerful, he began to eat

and drink and to curl his hair. The Holy One said, ‘your father is in mourning, and you are curling
your hair?! I will send the bear against you” — immediately, ‘And his master’s wife raised her eyes...’
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That is beyond me; it is God Who will respond with Pharoah’s welfare
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And Yosef called the name of the first-born Manassch: 'for God has made me forget all my toil, and

all my fathet's house.' And the name of the second he called Ephraim: 'for God has made me fruitful
in the land of my affliction.’
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5 And now do not be upset, nor let it trouble you that you sold me here, because God sent me

ahead of you to preserve life. 6 For two years of famine in the land have already passed; and there
are yet five years, in which there shall be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 And God sent me ahead of
you to establish a foothold in the land, and to give you life, a great deliverance.

God does not whisper through the trees. His voice is not to be mistaken. When men bear it they fall to their knees and
their souls are riven and they cry out to Hinr and there is no fear in them but only that wildness of heart that springs
from such longing and they cry out to stay His presence for they know at once that while godless men may live well
enongh in their exile those to whom He has spoken can contemplate no life without Him but only darkness and
despatr. Trees and stones are no part of it. Cormac McCarthy, “The Crossing’
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