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19 When you besiege a city a long time, in making war against it to take it, you shall not
destroy the trees thereof by wielding an axe against them; for you may eat of them, but
you shall not cut them down; for is the tree of the field man, that it should be besieged of
you? 20 Only the trees of which you know that they are not trees for food, them you may
destroy and cut down, that you may build bulwarks against the city that makes war with

you, until it fall.
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1 Happy is the man that has not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor stood in the
way of sinners, nor sat in the seat of the scornful. 2 But his delight is in the law of Hashem;
and in His law does he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by
streams of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf does not wither;
and in whatsoever he does he shall prosper. 4 Not so the wicked; but they are like the
chaff which the wind drives away. 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the
judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6 For Hashem regards the
way of the righteous; but the way of the wicked shall perish.
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5 Thus says Hashem: Cursed is the man that trusts in man, and makes flesh his

arm, and whose heart departs from Hashem. 6 For he shall be like a tamarisk
in the desert, and shall not see when good comes; but shall inhabit the parched
places in the wilderness, a salt land and not inhabited. 7 Blessed is the
man that trusts in Hashem, and whose trust Hashem is. 8 For he shall be as a
tree planted by the waters, and that spreads out its roots by the river, and shall
not see when heat cometh, but its foliage shall be luxuriant; and shall not be
anxious in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit. 9 The
heart is deceitful above all things, and it is exceeding weak--who can know
it? 10 I Hashem search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man
according to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings.
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13 The righteous shall flourish like the palm-tree; he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
14 Planted in the house of Hashem, they shall flourish in the courts of our God. 15 They
shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be full of sap and richness; 16 To declare
that Hashem is upright, my Rock, in whom there is no unrighteousness.
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