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14) Rabbi Sacks ”The Story of Stories” (Haggada)

....religious thought has not fully caught up with this development modernity
confronted Jews as a series of traumatic onslaughts first the assimilatory
demands of European emancipation then the rising tide of racial anti-
Semitism then the nightmare of the Holocaust and finally the challenge of
forging a new nation in Israel under pressures internal and external that
might easily have defeated a less Hardy people distress inhibits prophecy
because it makes people turn in on themselves rather than outward to the
world and to God

15) Paul Johnson — History of the Jews

No people has ever insisted more firmly than the Jews that history has a
purpose and humanity a destiny. At a very early stage of their collective
existence they believed they had detected a divine scheme for the human
race of which their own society was to be a pilot....The Jewish vision became
the prototype for many similar grand designs for humanity both divine and
man-made. The Jews therefore stand right at the center of the perennial
attempt to give human life the dignity of a purpose.



15) Barbara Tuchman- Bible and sword England and Palestine from the
Bronze Age to Balfour

Viewing this this strange and singular history one cannot escape the
impression that it must contain some special significance for the history of
mankind, that in some way, whether one believes in divine Providence or
inscrutable circumstance, the Jews have been singled out to carry the tale of
human life.

16) Rabbi Jonathan Sacks Haggada : The Story of Stories

Pesach It is an intensely political festival it is about the central Jewish project
constructing a society radically unlike any that had existed before and most
that have come into being since it poses a fundamental question can we
make on earth is social order based not on transactions power but on respect
for the human person

17)Frederick Nietzsche — On the Genealogy of Morality

Has not man's self deprecation, his will to self deprecation been unstoppably
on the increase since Copernicus. Gone, alas, is his faith in his dignity,
uniqueness, irreplaceableness, in the rank ordering of beings- he has
become animal.... man who in his earlier faiths was almost God... seems to
have been on a downward path rolling faster and faster away from the center
into nothingness, into piercing sensation of his nothingness

18)Rabbi Sacks- Time as a Narrative of Hope

It is fair to say that we have not yet risen to that challenge the Jewish
religious imagination still suffering the effects of trauma and dislocation has
not yet recovered its poise scope intellectual breath or prophetic depth in
the past half century it has produced two few prophets so men and women
sufficiently gifted in the arts of listening to time and eternity the particularity
of Jewish existence and the universality of human concern to hear in God's
word for all time the specific cadences of the word for this time yet this too
will come



Epilogue:

1)..the Jews were exemplars and epitomizers of the human condition it
presents quote all the inescapable dilemmas of men in heightened and
clarified form it seems to be the role of the Jews to focus and dramatize these
common experiences of mankind and to turn their particular fate into a
universal moral

Paul Johnson, A History of the Jews

2)....the Jews are the most remarkable mission of world history because
faced with the question of being or not being the preferred with a perfectly
uncanny conviction being at any price themselves counter to those
conditions under which a nation was previously able to live they made of
themselves in a tooth assist through natural conditions they inverted religion
religious worship morality history psychology one after the other in a
reparable way into the contradiction of their natural values for precisely this
reason the Jews are the most fateful nation in world history

Frederick Nietzsche: The Antichrist

3).... truly unique spectacle is to see and expatriated people who have had
neither placed their land for nearly 2000 years if people mingled with
foreigners no longer perhaps having a single descendant of the early races
scattered people dispersed over the world enslaved persecuted scorned by
all nations nonetheless preserving its characteristics its laws its customs its
patriotic love of the early social union when all ties with it seem broken they
mingled with all the nations and never merge with them, they no longer have
leaders and are still a nation they no longer have a homeland and they're
always citizens of it open up

Jean Jacques Rousseau (unpublished note)



4) ...the Jews gave us the outside and the inside our outlook and our inner
life we can hardly get up in the morning on cross the street without being
Jewish we dream Jewish dreams and hope Jewish hopes most of our best
words in fact new adventure surprise unique individual person vocation time
history future freedom progress spirit faith hope justice are the gifts of the
Jews

Thomas Cahill - The Gifts of the Jews



