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Rashi’s Bible Commentary- Does it really reflect his inner world of values?
(lecture #193)
Fredmanlisa@gmail.com
A. Humility
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Let us make man | - The humility of G-d we have learned from here. Since man is in the likeness of angels and they
would be jealous of him, for this reason he consulted them. And when He judges the kings He consults his retinue, for
so have we found regarding Ahab, that Micha said to him, “I have seen G-d sitting upon his throne, with the entire host
of the heavens standing next to him at His right and at His left. .. Similarly, “By the decree of angels is the word, and by
the statement of holy ones is the edict.” (Dan. 4:14) Here too, He consulted His retinue and took permission from them,
He said to them “There exist in the higher spheres beings in My likeness- if there are not beings in my likeness in the
lower spheres too, there will be jealousy in the Creation.”
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Let us make man I - Although [the angels] did not assist G-d in [man’s] creation, and there is room for the heretics to
claim supremacy, the verse did not refrain from teaching proper conduct and the trait of humillity, that the greater one
should consult and take permission from the lesser one. And if it had written, “I shall make man,” we would not have
learned that He was speaking with his court, rather with Himself. ..
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Let us descend- He consulted his heavenly court out of his extreme humility.
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The earth remains the same forever- who are those who endure? The lowly and humble who reach to the ground. As it
says, “But the lowly shall inherit the land” (Ps. 37,11)...
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And he gave him dominion and glory and a kingdom, and all peoples, nations, and tongues shall serve him...
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And he gave him dominion - and to that man He gave dominion, for the nations He likens to beasts and Israel he likens
to a man because they are humble, innocent and weak.

Rashi's Humility
G-d left him at the spot where he had spoken to him DR ATIYR DipR3 DY VPYR YYN 120 Y mwrIa 6
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At the spot where he had spoken to him- | do not know what it comes to teach

"l do not know"- more than 50 times Bible Commentary; 100 times Talmudic Commentary

7. Rashi’s Responsa to R’ Shmuel of Auxierre:
And he asked: why did [ write.._ at any rate, | erred in that interpretation. .. and my words contradicted one another.
\ﬂt now | have dealt with it together with our brother Shemaiah and have edited/corrected it. ]

1



! 5 99907 —
A-nmvmﬁ% www.hatanakh.com <« 7 ninny viwn .' ‘ :
n;,.! g 1"Yywn 1"1ina j1'y ‘n° uu‘

BTSRRI 93D Y Mo
S O

B. The Treatment of Esau

l. 'His sins:

Idolatry
:PIPTIR WAT? 7201 23R 0T 197 17DX IMRM 13793 °0130 138NN :39 .05 NWRTL 8
1°M327 2R DT NRY 19 OR 12N 1T NYNTY RN Nh DRow PIVTT AR AN RIPAN TN DY - 11100 Y
TOY,NIT ATAY MN9 5P NIy ;NRYY DIaM P APy ;12T TV 29 AN NNA YY NI iR s mwaT
.NIRXY DIYan
And the children struggled — You must say that this verse says, “Expound me,” because it is vague regarding what is the
struggling, yet it writes, “if so, why do | exist?” Our Rabbis expounded it as meaning “running.” When she would pass
the entrances of Torah study of Shem and Eber, Jacob would run and toss around to go out. When she would pass the
entrances of idol worship, Esau would toss about to go out.

(Wives & children, see: Gen. 25:23, 27; 26:35; 27:1; 36:2)
Adultery/Illicit Relationships
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All the first 40 years of his life, Esau would snatch women away from their husbands and violate them. When he became
40 years old, he said, “My father married a woman when he was 40; | too will do so.

(Wives & children, see: Gen. 32:22; 33:7; 36:2, 24; 49:22)

Murder
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And he was exhausted- from murdering, as you say: “And my soul is exhausted by murderers” (Jer. 4, 31).
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A sign that he would be shedding blood (0T 1AW RW 100 - MINTR Y

Theft & Verbal Deception ( Gen. 25:27, 28; 27:3, 5; 48:22)

II. His virtues:

Case #1
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Breishit Rabbah 65:16: 1. Which were with her in her house- In these he used to attend upon his father. R. Simon b.
Gamliel said: All my lifetime [ attended upon my father, yet I did not do for him a hundredth part of the service which
Esau did for his father. | used to attend my father in soiled garments and 80 out in the street in clean ones; but when
Esau attended to his father, he attended upon him in royal robes, “for only royal robes benefits my father’s honor.”

2. Which were with her in the house- How many wives had he, yet you say, “which were with her! ” But he knew their
ways!
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Which were with her in the house- But did Esau not have many wives? Yet he gave them to his mother for safekeeping!
But he knew well the conduct of [his wives] and he was suspicious of them.
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[ Case #2
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And Jacob became frightened and it distressed him. So he divided the people with him & the flocks. ..
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He became frightened and distressed- “Frightened”- lest he be killed; “and it distressed him”- were he to kill others.

Rashi’s source:
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He became frightened- lest he should be killed; and it distressed him- lest he should Kill. He said: if he overpowers me,
he will kill me; but if | overpower him, I will kill him...He said: During all these years Esau has dwelt in Eretz Yisrael;
then perhaps he will attack me in virtue of his having dwelled in Eretz Yisrael. During all these years he has properly
honored his parents perhaps he will attack me In virtue of his honoring his parents....

The Identification of Esau with Rome/Christianity
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R" Judah the son of R’ llai said my blessed R'[ebbe,=Akiva] would preach: "The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the
hands are the hands of Esau'- ‘the voice of Jacob’ shrieks at what ‘the hands of Esau’ did to him at Beitar.
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"Where are their gods the rock in whom they seek refuge’ (Deut. 32, 37)- this is the evil Titus who blasphemed towards
heaven... a heavenly voice called out to him: "O evil man, the son of an evil man, a descendant of the evil Esau”...".

Rashi accepts this Identification
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Rashi: Two nations- the word is written D73, “proud ones,” an allusion to Antoninus and Rebbe from whose table neither
radish nor lettuce was absent neither in summer nor in winter.

(additional Rashi comments which indicate this identification: Gen. 27:39; 36:43; Num. 24:19)

Rashi’'s Commentary to Nevim and Ketuvim
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When it's crown is withered they break; women come & make fire with them...
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\A{]rlleg igs ckrown is withered- When the little merit that Edom has for honoring his father is depleted, then it’s branches
will be broken,
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For thus sayeth the Lord of Hosts, he who sent me after glory concerning the nations that have taken you as spoil
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After glory- And the midrash aggadah- after | pay Esau for the honor that he bestowed his father.
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C. Importance of Speech
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Rashi: 1. What is in your hand- Therefore it was written as one word as if to say, with this [staff] in your hand you should
be beaten, for you suspected those who are innocent... And it became a snake- He hinted to him that he spoke
derogatorily about Israel when he said, "They will not believe me,” and he adopted the craft of the snake.

2. Was stricken with tzarass like snow- It is the nature of tzaraas to be white... With this sign too He hinted to [Moses]
that he spoke derogatorily talk when he said, "They will not believe me.” Therefore He smote him with tzaraas, just as
Miriam was stricken with tzaraas because of derogatory talk.
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A glowing coal- a coal, and similarly "a cake baked on hot coals” (1 kings 19:6). In regards to [saiah and Elijah, however it
is written with a "zadi”, because they spoke Ill of Israel. This one called them a people of unclean lips, and this one said,
"For... have forsaken Your covenant.” Said G-d to the angel: "Break the mouth that spoke ill of my children.”
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Anoint a prophet in your place- | do not want your prophecy since you plead for the prosecution of my people.

External Slander/Incitement
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May a bereaving bear encounter a person- It is better for a person that a bereaving bear encounter him rather than one

of the foolish Christians who Incite him to Idolatry.
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And he who reproves a wicked man that is his blemish- It is a blemish to the one who reproves [him], for this one

berates him and does not heed him. This is a warning that it is forbidden to talk with those who entice to worship idols,
€ven to reprove them & to draw them near.

TP ) :2mana 1K 1) 1990 MYUNZ TTY NIV 10303 NOK TN NPRR0N 0 £ e T 24
3197 12

| say let me climb the palm, let me hold its branches; let your breasts be like clusters of grapes, your breathe like the
fragrance of apples. And your mouth like choicest wine...
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And let your breasts be now- And now, cause my words to be realized, that you will not be seduced after the nations,

smaller ones among you will learn from them. And your palate is like the best wine- be careful with your answers that
they should be like the best wine.




