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The Sins of Corona

1.Globalization
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2. Changing Work Habits
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3. Standing Before Hashem
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4. Catastrophizing
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5. Skepticism and Stoicism
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5. The Struggle for Free Will

19499 18y MOLNY NNY DN NN DTN Y2 MY N N9 N P99 NDIVYN MIYN 0”7anN(N
192 YYD YUY 111D NP9 7990 18y MVLNY DY ON) 1172 MYIN P18 N1PNDY NI
PN OTR DY DT PN 10 D ,¥N 210 NYTHY NN TARD 7PN DTRN 11 NN INOY XN
2101 YT INAYNNAY INYTAIISYN NIN XY PIVD 13210 NN0ITNIY PN PRI ODwa
19 NI 1OV 1Y YA IN 210N MWYDN Y12 20 33 PRI XON NINY 11 YD DIy yIm
T Now

Y9V 19IXRAY 199 19 NI DX D2 MY DINIA X N9 T D9 DIV MaYn B©7a1n4(a
N2IVN Yy NI NI XTI PRVLNN 19D NYIDY PRVLNN 192 MTINNT NIVH MY 0IN
.NaN ©9YN PN NO™




Rav Aharon Lichtenstein — Return and Renewal

Chazal, by and large, did not take the view of many modern penologists, criminologists, sociologists, and
psychologists that somehow everything can be ascribed to nurture or nature, and that, to a great extent,
one can be divested of personal responsibility. The sense of personal responsibility and liability is central
for us, and it is related to our faith in humanity, our belief in free will, and our conviction in a person’s
ability to act if he so desires. N
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6. Cynicism and Faith
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Rav Aharon Lichtenstein- Return and Renewal

Teshuva may also be induced by distress — not the fear of enemy persecution, but the inner crisis, the
angst resulting from the loss of anchor and identity. Without any external pressure, the recognition of
the vacuity of life, of a life devoid of a transcendental dimension, impels one to the Almighty. This, too,
is a teshuva that is hit’orerut. As Rabbeinu Bachya explains in his Kad Ha-kemach, in the section on
teshuva: You should know that repentance requires that man should realize his lowliness and
insignificance, for he is dust and ashes in his life and worms and maggots in his death. By bearing this in
mind, one’s effort to repent will be successful and he will achieve perfect contrition with proper and
pure intent. Contemplating the “worms and maggots” not only helps avoid sin prospectively, as Akavia



ben Mahalalel proposed, but helps one perform teshuva subsequent to sin. Conversely, hit'orerut may
come about in the spirit of Tefilla Zaka, which views sin against the backdrop of human majesty and the
human capacity for good — a capacity that has been defiled and now needs to be purified. For students
of the Rav z”l, self-awakening is more likely to be heightened by the awareness of man’s latent spiritual
greatness and his potential for attaining the grandest of creative gestures, the regeneration of self,
delineated in the concluding chapter of Halakhic Man and elsewhere.
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