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                   PARASHAT VAYISHLACH





                   by Yonatan Grossman








              The Vow and the Name Change





	Our parasha mentions twice the change of Yaakov's name to Yisrael. This change is announced first by the angel with whom Yaakov wrestles (32:25-33) and then by God, following the fulfillment of Yaakov's vow in Beit El (35:9-13). The commentaries regard God's blessing in Beit El, including the name change, as a new incident, in which the words of the angel are repeated. This leaves us with the question why the name change needs to be repeated. Moreover, if what we have is indeed a new and separate incident in which Yaakov's name is changed, is it not strange that the Torah, in describing the second incident, totally ignores the first name change? Would we not expect God to tell Yaakov that He joins the angel in changing his name, or some similar phrase which would recall the fact that the name had previously already been changed? It should be borne in mind that the Torah treats announcements by angels with all due seriousness, and the angels concerned are always considered God's messengers. When the angel blesses Hagar, we are left in no doubt that it is God who is actually blessing her via His agent; when the angels visit Avraham and Sarah in their tent and inform the
